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In accordance with 37 C.F.R., §§ 1.97-1.99, applicant 
submits the following information which may be of interest to the 
examiner in charge of the above referenced application for 
patent. Copies of the references listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449, List of Prior Art Cited by Applicant, are attached. 




Ralph A. Dowell/ Reg. No.: 26,868 

DOWELL & DOWELL, P.C. Date: August 30, 2004 

Suite 309, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 
Telephone: (703) 415-2555 




Sheet 1 



of 1 



FORM PTO-1449 
(Rev. 7-80) 



PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



jffta^ERIOR ART CITED BY APPLICANT 

1 (oge several sheets if necessary) 



Atty. Docket No. 1 4492 


Serial No. 

10/690,749 


applicant Carriere et al. 


FILING DATE 10/23/2003 


GROUP 

3672 






U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 








US 6,668,684 B2 



US 2003/0098150 A1 



5 8 



US 6, 502,641 B1 



US 6,3 32, 501 B1 










5 8 



US 6,609,565 B1 



US 6,431 ,286 B1 





5 9 7 5 2 0 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 


NAME 


12/30/2003 


Allen et al. 


5/29/2003 


Andreychuk 


12/1/1998 


Smith et al. 


1/7/2003 


Carriere et 
al. 


12/25/2001 


Gipson 


5/23/2000 


Gardes 


12/1/1998 


Smith et al. 


8/26/2003 


Andreychuk 
et al. 


8/13/2002 


Andreychuk 


12/12/2000 


Smith et al. 


12/21/1999 


Andreychuk 


11/2/1999 


Smitherman 


PATENT DOCUMENTS 


DATE 


COUNTRY 



CLASS SUBCLASS FILING DATE 
IF 

APPROPRIATE 
























CLASS SUBCLASS TRANSLATION 
YES NO 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 602; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 











































































































